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Climbing the wall: Pat

Greening of the
upwardly mobile -

Georgina Mitchell

AFrenchbotanisthas spenthis
life coaxing plants to growup
walls. PatrickBlancisthe
award-winning designer of the
vertical garden, which displays
plantsin urban areas around
the world using synthetic moss
instead of soil.

Hislatest, and biggest project
isthe Broadway development
One Central Park, where he was
commissioned to design the
tallest vertical gardenin the
world, covering 1000 square
metres over 40 panels.

It uses a variety of plants,
including some inspired by
Blanc’s love of the Blue Moun-
tains, which are drip-fed by
recycled nutrient-rich water.

Blanchasworked since the
1980s to perfect the vertical
garden, but he firstbecame
interested inbotanywhenhe
used plants in his fish tank at
12-years-old.

“Toextractallthe excess
nutrients, especially all the
nitrogen, itwas good tohave
the plants above the water but
therootsinside the water,” he
said. “Soitbegan askind of .
biological filter above my
aquarium.”

Since then, he hasbeen
inspired by plants from Asia,
Australia and North America,
which heincorporatesinto his
designs. The diverse range of
plants deters pests, who typic-
ally targetjust one species, and
also allows the garden to flower
at different times of year,

“Todo avertical gardenis
actually technically quite sim-
ple,” Blanc said.

“In this case, the challengeis
it's very high, and very high
means very windy. Soit's
important plants are not falling
ontopeopleinthestreet.”

To stop thisbotanical rain-
fall, the plants are surrounded
by agrid, which willbe
obscured once theybegin to

' grow and theirroots entwine

into abed of synthetic mesh
several milimetres thick.

Blanc was next on his way to
explore Kakadu National Park,
where he hopedto findinter-
esting new species of plants to
useinfuture designs.

After giving talks at the Aus-
tralian Garden Show Sydney on
September 5 and 6, he will over-
see plant projectsincluding a
museum near the beachin
Miamiand an arid undertaking
inthe 55 degreeheat of Bajain
California.

Upkeep of the living sculp-
tures isminimal. The plants
need minor maintenance, just
pruning three times a year, but
:apart from that the only way
the innovation can failis if
someone “switches off the
water’.

And as for questions of
longevity, Blanc says he has had
the same vertical garden in his
home since 1982, :

“WhatI cansayis that my
vertical gardens, and the way
dothem, canlastforatleast31
years,” hesaid, “I can't say
more than that.”




