D10 | Saturday/Sunday, March 17 - 18, 2012 - sean

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

DESIGN & DECORATING

ORCHIDELIRIUM

Blooming on everything from fabric to fine china, orchids are the season’s most intoxicating flowers

FABRIC

Two different approaches 1o representing orchids on fabnic: Jean Monro
adepted & partery approach to botarscal dustration with & hand-biocked
" print for Brurdchwig & Fils (top], while citrons, brght yellows. and char-
S treuse heat up a floral fabric from Clarence House (bottorm ). Orchickelirium
Cotton Print in Buff, Brunschwaig & Fils, brunschwiguoorm; Les Orchidess in
| Lirre and Whte, Clrerce House, dorenonhouse.com

THREE YEARS AGO, when the New York Botanical
Garden first spoke with French botanist Patrick
Blanc about doing a vertical orchid garden, no-
body knew that Orchidaceae would be the flower
of the moment today. Spring 2012 is abloom with
orchids, from fashion to home fragrance. Vivienne
Tam channeled the Mora to create prints of foat-

ing phalaenopsis on a crisp white blouse, while SCENT Camn -
Chloé created orchid-embroidered blouses. Metal To captivate guests at the front | === ,
artist Michae! Aram just added new bloom-embel- doe, Mizersis created a soented

lished items to his Black Orchid collection of deco- mmﬂ;mum ]
mtiwﬂhﬂ:.ﬁndinﬂnmlmolnﬂﬂnﬂm ;mlﬂ'ﬁ!lmshﬂﬁ} :
classic orchid patterns are enjoying a resurgence ounce condle, aedes.com

via decorators mesmerized by the flower's palettes \...___,..J

and staying power.
Beautiful as these interpretations of the Nower

are, the real thing is hard to beat. At the New York | Ernalon vour rooms with the culors

Botanical Garden's Orchid Show, which runs S o foveri rchs,
through April 22, Mr. Blanc's breathtaking display, ,h,? ,..;-.m m:: :Tm :,:-r ,.:.5'...
composed of thousands of orchids and plants, ard Deift blue, separately or of to-

shows off the Nlower's mind-boggling varietics.
The careful placement of the blooms creates a
rich, textured tapestry effect.

What stirred all of these designers, working in
such different disciplines, to summon the Mlower
that Darwin described as “beautiful contrivances"?
Who can say? The orchid’s mysterious power,
which Victorians risked lives and fortunes to pur-
sue, will always inspire us. Here are some beauti-
ful ways to bring the flora—real or inventively
rendered—home. —Charlotte Moss

N gethes. Sweet Qrchid (CITAZ) Frar
S grant Onched (I00G-68) and Qrched
House 001-6A), volyporpont.oom

PAPER

Thee Meew York Botarscal Carden of -
e drrws on s varst orary 1o de-
velop prociucts. for & shop, With
the paper company Caspari, they've
created orchid note cands with im-
ages by botarscal ifustrator Jobn
Nugent Fitch, §75 avbgihopog

CHINA
Anna Weatherly's desgrs aee hand-pasnted

Buclapest by artisars who not only know ther
art but have a love of fowers evdent in every

last plate. Equaly at home n moderm and trad-
troral décoe, the diahes can be mined with other
patterra or left alone to be the stars ot the ta-
bie. $540 pach, devinecompucom

Always work with dean tooks and hands. Or-
chids are susceptible 10 vinses. Keep rubling al-
cohol handy, or & sohton of one part bleach bo
nine parts. veater,

Feed weakly, weskly, Orchids require good
drmrage. Water saturstion will kil your plant. An
orchid pot (the land with holes on the side] is
wite—at & manemum, your pot must have a hole
in the bottom. Water with tepid water about once
2 weeh. For extra nourtshment, use an orchid fer-
tirer o dvected, or a general house plant varety
will dio

Humidity Is a plus. Chster your plants i possl-
bie or set them in gravel-ined trays with a thin

lyer of water. Keep the roots away water.

Orchics love eastern ancd southern ight, bt foel
free to rotate, Take care not to ket them scorch in
A Weslern exposUre.

Best time to repot: after the List flower fades,
then every year o two thersafter.

Cormmon trouble signs: Yellow lesves mean too
much water. Also, inspect the roots—if they're de-

mmmmhdﬁm
leinves. Black spots on leaves? Probably
Try dusting with cnnamon, a natural fungicide.

Fragrance notes: Why does an archid smell ke
rose, hyacnth, chocolate or otrus? Many orchids
have a frageance that plays an important role in
thesr survival by attracting polinators. Rangeng
from subtie to intoxicating, the workd of fagrant
orchids i always expanding due to hybridization,
Some popular fragrant orchids:
Brassavols = by of the valley

Dendrobiun nobies floral

Ercycha raciata » coconut

Oncidum twinkle = vanills
Phalaeropsis coral rles = citrus.
Phalsencpsis “Roman Holidan = spcy

For more tips on orchids, vasit nybg.ong.
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