Researchers say

that with the bone
substitute, which takes
approximately one week
to process, they can

' create virtually any size
or shape
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The Living Wall

Patrick Blanc specializes in
vertical gardens: verdant patches
that climb the walls of office
buildings, shopping malls,
museums and public spaces
around the globe. His newest
creation is the green-bearded
exterior of the Athenaeum Hotel,
oh which some 260 species of
plants (more than 12,000 in

all) form a forest facade rising
eight stories over London’s ritzy
Mayfair district. Recognizing that
not all plants need soil to grow,
Blanc affixes synthetic felt to a
frame onto which roots can cling.
Part gardener, part botanist,
Blanc uses automated irrigation
and fertilization systems to

keep his specimens healthy

and arranges them so that each

enjoys optimal growth conditions.

The School of One

This past summer, in a sixth-
grade math class, New York

City schools chancellor Joel

Klein piloted a small program in
which individualized, technology-
based learning takes the place
of the old “let’s all proceed
together” approach. Each day,
students in the School of One are
given a unique lesson plan—a
“daily playlist"—tailored to

their learning style and rate of
progress that includes a
mix of virtual tutoring,
in-class instruction

and educational video
games. It’s learning
for the Xbox
generation.
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